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The following council members were present with Mayor John McTaggart presiding: 
 

Jason Gillam           Craig Crider 

Margaret Shriver     Chuck Stites 

Chuck Adams 
                  
The following staff members were present: 
  

 Michael Webb, City Manager 

 Mark Mathies, Police Chief 

 Tim Whitham, Fire Chief 

 Peter Yazbec, Public Works Director 

 David Duckers, City Attorney 

 Zack Daniel, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 11, 2015 

Councilmember Crider motioned to approve the minutes. Councilmember Gillam seconded. 

 

Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

STATEMENT OF BILLS PAID $138,110.39 

Councilmember Stites motioned to approve the statement of bills paid. Councilmember Shriver 

seconded. 

 

Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

REQUESTS OR COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Richard Hersman, 250 N. 110
th

, came and spoke in support of the LTC option to provide sewer 

to the north end based on the estimated costs of all the options presented. He also requested that 

costs be estimated for running the sewer under 110
th

 to the west side of the street.   

 

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED EXEMPTION 

FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION FOR A PORTION OF THE PREMISES LOCATED 

AT 2647 S. 96
TH

 ST. 

City Manager Michael Webb introduced Scott Anderson from the City’s Special Bond Counsel 

to make a brief presentation. Mr. Anderson outlined the public hearing/resolution/ordinance 

process. Mayor McTaggart opened the public hearing. Mr. Anderson gave a brief history of the 

INX Company in Edwardsville. He stated INX has plans to construct a 37,000 sq. ft. expansion 

of its current facility and has submitted an application for property tax abatement. Mr. Anderson 

explained why INX is pursuing the constitutional method of securing tax abatements rather than 

through IRBs. INX has requested a 10-year, 50% property tax abatement. He walked the Council 

through some of the aspects of the proposed performance agreement, including the fee schedule 

over the next decade, as well as the cost-benefit analysis which showed a 2.2. to 1 cost-benefit 

ratio benefitting the City. Mr. Anderson then introduced Chris Tucker, general manager of INX 

to give a brief presentation.  
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Mr. Tucker thanked the City Council for their consideration of INX’s application. He then gave a 

history of INX in the Edwardsville industrial park and the business focus of INX. Mr. Tucker 

stated that there are currently two other manufacturing sites that are in competition for the 

expansion being discussed.  

 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to open the public hearing. Councilmember Adams 

seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. Seeing 

no member of the public who wished to speak, Councilmember Adams moved to close the public 

hearing. Councilmember Gillam seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION NO. 2016-02 MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS OF FACTS 

WITH RESPECT TO A PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION TO BE GRANTED TO INX 

INTERNATIONAL INK CO. 

Mr. Anderson explained the process behind obtaining a constitutional tax abatement and the role 

this resolution plays in that process. The sole purpose of the resolution is to affirm that INX is 

engaged in the business of manufacturing goods and participates in interstate commerce.  

 

Councilmember Adams moved to adopt Resolution No. 2016-02. Councilmember Gillam 

seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER ORDINANCE NO. 956 EXEMPTING CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY 

OF EDWARDSVILLE FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION FOR ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

Mr. Anderson explained that the ordinance before the City Council exempts the property from 

taxation from 2017 until 2026. It also approves the performance agreement, which contains the 

PILOT schedule. He also clarified that the existing facility will still be taxed at the standard rate. 

Councilmember Stites asked if the current facility is under has any tax exemptions associated 

with it. Mr. Anderson answered that it does not. Mr. Webb also noted that INX had gone through 

a site plan process and a re-plat will be before City Council at its next regular meeting. 

Councilmember Shriver asked if additional employment opportunities will result from the 

expansion. Mr. Tucker indicated that over the life of the abatement, as many as five new jobs 

will be created.  

 

Councilmember Adams moved to adopt Ordinance No. 956. Councilmember Gillam seconded. 

Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER A CONTRACT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

EDWARDSVILLE AND DEFFENBAUGH INDUSTRIES FOR SOLID WASTE 

RESIDENTIAL DISPOSAL SERVICES 

Mr. Webb outlined the contract formation process to this point. He stated that the City’s current 

agreement with Deffenbaugh actually expired in December of last year. A new contract was 

developed which included the automated system that had been pilot tested over the last year. The 
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proposed contract is for five years for both garbage and the new recycling service for residential 

customers. Commercial collection could be revisited in 2018. Councilmember Gillam asked how 

this affected City Clean-Up Day, which Mr. Webb summarized. There was also discussion about 

replacement/repair of used trash bins. City Attorney David Duckers confirmed that he had 

reviewed the proposed agreement. Councilmember Stites expressed concerns regarding trash 

along I-435 between the river and I-70. John Blessing from Deffenbaugh explained the current 

processes Deffenbaugh has in place to keep this area free of trash. Councilmember Stites 

requested that some commitment from Deffenbaugh be put into writing affirming their efforts in 

this area. Mr. Blessing stated that a letter of commitment could be drafted and presented to City 

Council at its next regular meeting. 

 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to authorize the City Manager to enter into the 

proposed agreement. After some additional discussion, the motion was rescinded. 

Councilmember Stites made the motion to table this item until the aforementioned letter of 

commitment regarding I-435 trash pick-up is presented at the February 8 meeting. 

Councilmember Adams seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER ORDINANCE NO. 957 REVISING ARTICLE A8.000, UTILITY RELATED 

FEES, OF APPENDIX A OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Due to the previous action of the City Council, there was no action to be taken on this item.  

 

CONSIDER AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH 

BHC RHODES FOR FINAL DESIGN AND BIDDING SERVICES FOR NORTH END 

SEWER PROJECT 

Mr. Webb briefly explained the reasoning behind the original tabling of this item. He introduced 

Randy Gorton from BHC Rhodes to present the last of the requested information related to the 

costs associated with all of the options discussed as well as answer any other related questions. 

Mr. Gorton stressed that no matter the course of action a pump station will need to be positioned 

in the northern area as originally discussed. Option A/B treats the LTC and the LTC watershed 

as its own entities with different pumping routes and processes. Option C refers to a combination 

approach that eliminates the need to bore twice under the highway and is based on taking the 

LTC East lift station and routing it to LTC lift station. Option D relates to pumping LTC into 

LTC East and pumping under I-435 to 98
th

 street and tying into the UG interceptor. The primary 

concern with tying into the UG interceptor under I-435 is that there is indication that the UG may 

not approve a connection near 98
th

 St. There is currently an organizational review going on at the 

UG Public Works, and their entire sewer system is under review as a result.  

 

Mr. Gorton advised that Option C is the most cost effective solution and also does not deter other 

future courses of action. It also is the option with the least amount of risk to the capacity 

guaranteed by the Unified Government. Mr. Webb clarified that the reason the contract is being 

discussed is that is simply one more step in the process of providing sewer while not obligating 

the City to a specific course of action. The decision to come after this point relates to moving 
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forward with actual construction. Councilmember Gillam clarified that this will be funded out of 

the economic development fund, which Mr. Webb confirmed. 

 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract 

with BHC Rhodes for final design and bidding services for the North End Sewer Project in 

addition to preliminary research related to LTC east lift station (Option C). Councilmember 

Adams seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 

WITH KCRPC/HGAC AND FIRE MASTER FIRE EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

PURCHASE OF NEW RESCUE AND EXTRICATION TOOLS AND ACCESSORIES 

Fire Chief Tim Whitham noted that the package being presented to the City Council is nearly 

$10,000 under budget to what was originally conceived during the budget preparation process in 

2015. The complication that arose revolved around equipment related to tool mounting. 

However, the local vendor has stated that any additional accessories for this issue would be 

provided.   

 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to authorize the City Manager to purchase the fire 

equipment described. Councilmember Stites seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call 

vote, which passed unanimously. 

 

CONSIDER MAYOR MCTAGGART REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to approve Mayor McTaggart’s reappointments to the 

Planning Commission (Bryan Smith and Ralph Eaton). Councilmember Shriver seconded the 

motion. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER A MOTION TO RECESS INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH K.S.A. 75-4319(B)(2) REGARDING CONSULTATION WITH THE CITY 

ATTORNEY FOR MATTERS WHICH WOULD BE DEEMED PRIVELEGED IN THE 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT RELATIONSHIP  

Councilmember Adams made the motion to recess into executive session, not to return until 9:35 

p.m. Councilmember Crider seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which 

passed unanimously.  

 

The City Council returned at 9:35 p.m. No action was taken as a result of the executive session. 

 

ADVISORY REPORTS 

 

CITY MANAGER 

Mr. Webb noted that preliminary work has been done relating the 102
nd

 St. Corridor. Part of this 

work has been a review of the STP funding cycle for 2019-2020. A preliminary survey has been 

completed as well as preliminary ROW alignments. The next step is to identify potential 
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complications related to rights-of-way. (Note: this discussion actually took place prior to the 

executive session due to availability of representatives from BHC Rhodes). 

 

Mr. Webb also reminded City Council of the annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet taking 

place Friday, February 5. There was also discussion of the potential resolution related to 

commercial solid waste services. The earliest this would be voted on would be March 14. 

Finally, he noted that there will be a number of planning items that will be before the City 

Council at their next meeting. 

 

CHIEFS (POLICE & FIRE) 

Police Chief Mathies gave an update on the recruitment processes for EPD. Fire Chief Whitham 

noted that EMS has picked up new volunteer responders and EFD picked up a volunteer 

firefighter/EMT. He also noted that he has been invited to serve as a peer reviewer for the 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Public Works Director gave an update related to audio research for the City Council Chambers. 

He also provided an update related to recording City Council meetings. He expects work in this 

area to be completed over the next month once pricing for all the options come in. Mr. Webb 

reminded the City Council that there will be policy issues that need to be worked though related 

to recording City Council meetings. 

 

COUNCIL AND MAYOR COMMENTS 

Councilmember Adams congratulated public safety departments for coming in on budget. He 

asked what were the large expenses associated with the Community Center, which Public Works 

Director stated was related to the remodel. 

 

Councilmember Gillam echoed Councilmember Adams’ statements related to budget. He also 

congratulated staff that revenues were above estimates and costs were below estimates.  

 

Councilmember Shriver congratulated staff on responsible budgeting. 

 

Councilmember Stites asked about use of the skid steer. Mr. Yazbec provided some details on 

the equipment’s use to this point. 

 

Mayor McTaggart thanked the City Council for coming to common ground on the sewer plans 

and thanked staff for their efforts in this area.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 

Zachary Daniel 

City Clerk   


