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A City Council Work Session was held immediately prior to the regular City Council meeting. 

The Work Session concerned the 2015 Year-End Report from public safety departments and 

lasted from 6:30 p.m. until 7:31 p.m. The Mayor called for a brief recess before the beginning of 

the regular City Council session. 

 

The following council members were present with Mayor John McTaggart presiding: 
 

Jason Gillam           Craig Crider 

Margaret Shriver     Chuck Stites 

Chuck Adams 
                  
The following staff members were present: 
  

 Michael Webb, City Manager 

 Mark Mathies, Police Chief 

 Tim Whitham, Fire Chief 

 Peter Yazbec, Public Works Director 

 Zack Daniel, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk 

 David Duckers, City Attorney 

 Dave Knopick, City Planner 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 25, 2016 

Councilmember Crider motioned to approve the minutes. Councilmember Shriver seconded. 

 

Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

STATEMENT OF BILLS PAID $189,916.45 

Councilmember Adams motioned to approve the statement of bills paid. Councilmember Stites 

seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

REQUESTS OR COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Robert Niffen, 10323 Richland Ave. addressed items 9 and 10 on today’s agenda. He reiterated 

his support of the proposed development, as he did before the January 20 session of the Planning 

Commission. He stated his belief that such a development would be of financial benefit to the 

City and provide an influx of revenue to support ongoing City services.  

 

Sue Adams, 10429 Riverview Ave., thanked the City for their clean-up efforts of 98
th

 St. 

between Riverview and K-32. She also asked that City officials consider introducing an “adopt-

a-street” clean-up effort for entities who receive tax breaks, such as local churches. Finally, she 

stated her support of the proposed multi-family development to be discussed, as it could offer 

housing options for senior citizens. 
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CONSIDER A CONTRACT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

EDWARDSVILLE AND DEFFENBAUGH INDUSTRIES FOR SOLID WASTE 

RESIDENTIAL DISPOSAL SERVICES  

This item is old business tabled from the January 25 City Council session. John Blessing, 

representing Deffenbaugh, provided a follow-up to the questions raised about litter control along 

I-435. Mr. Blessing presented a letter of commitment from Deffenbaugh regarding clean-up 

efforts. Mr. Blessing also provided a history of litter control in Edwardsville and offered ways 

that this will be strengthened in the future. He clarified that a crew of seven will monitor and 

collect litter Monday through Friday (weather pending), with two days dedicated to efforts south 

of the river, two days dedicated to efforts north of the river, and one “float day.”  

 

Councilmember Crider had questions about the roll-off trucks, which he thought had unsecured 

loads. Mr. Blessing clarified that these are the older model of trucks that he believed may be 

updated and/or replaced in the future. He also clarified that there are ongoing efforts to control 

errant litter at the recycling facility, primarily with upgrades to fencing to protect neighboring 

facilities. Councilmember Stites expressed disappointment that the target area for litter control 

stopped at 98
th

 St. rather than I-70 and asked that crews dedicate some time during the “float 

day” to areas north of the target zone. Councilmember Adams asked that some marketing be 

done for tire disposal. City Manager Michael Webb clarified that there will be some detail work 

regarding implementation if the contract were approved this evening.  

 

Councilmember Adams made a motion to approve the proposed contract with Deffenbaugh, 

Councilmember Gillam seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed 

unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER ORDINANCE NO. 957 REVISING ARTICLE A8.000 UTILITY RELATED 

FEES, OF APPENDIX A OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

This item is old business held over from the January 25 City Council session. It is directly related 

to the solid waste contract, and as no action was taken at that time it was carried over to this 

meeting. The ordinance sets the charges for residential solid waste services at $14.95 per month. 

 

Councilmember Adams made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 957, Councilmember Stites 

seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously.  

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPOSED RESOLUTION 2016-03 REGARDING 

COMMERCIAL SOLID WASTE SERVICES 

Per state statutes, a prescribed procedure must be followed to amend municipal solid waste 

services. The approved Deffenbaugh contract allows the City to consider adding commercial 

services in the year 2018. In order to implement any changes, the City would first need to hold a 

public hearing on March 14, 2016 at the earliest regarding a resolution of intent to consider 

organized service collection for commercial entities. This action does not obligate the City to any 

course of action, merely begins the process of consideration. Councilmember Adams asked if 

there were any requests from the business community to consider this item, which Mr. Webb 

stated there was not.  
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Councilmember Gillam made the motion to move forward with the public hearing to be held 

March 14, 2016. Councilmember Stites seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-1-1, with 

Councilmember Adams in opposition and Councilmember Shriver abstaining. 

 

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGARDING PRELIMINARY/FINAL PLANS FOR 2647 S. 96
TH

 ST; INX 

INTERNATIONAL INK COMPANY 

City Planner Dave Knopick provided a brief background on the item and noted that it will 

require two votes: one for the preliminary plan and one for the final plan. Mr. Knopick also 

noted that the both the preliminary and final plans were recommended for approval by the 

Planning Commission and that INX representatives were present to answer any questions. Mr. 

Knopick also noted that this expansion has not yet been approved by INX, but an approval of the 

plans would allow INX to bring the proposal to their corporate level to show that procedures are 

in place to facilitate the expansion.  

 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to approve the preliminary plans as proposed for 2647 

S. 96
th

, Councilmember Adams seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which 

passed unanimously. 

 

Councilmember Gillam then made the motion to approve the final plans as proposed for 2647 S. 

96
th

 St., Councilmember Adams seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which 

passed unanimously. 

 

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL FROM THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION REGARDING FINAL PLAT (RE-PLAT) FOR 2647 S. 96
TH

 ST.; INX 

INTERNATIONAL INK COMPANY  

Mr. Knopick gave a brief overview of this item as it appears in the agenda memo. He stated that 

during there were no public comments offered during the public hearing that was held January 

20, 2016 before the Planning Commission.  

 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to approve the final plat, with the conditions outlined in 

the staff report, for 2647 S. 96
th

 St. Councilmember Adams seconded. Mayor McTaggart 

requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL FROM THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION REGARDING THE PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR VILLAGE SOUTH 

323/325 NORTH 110
TH

 ST. 

Mr. Knopick provided a brief history of the item and noted its location and current zoning 

designation. The project is proposed as a mixed-use development with two hotels (with a 

restaurant and conference space), a convenience/fast food/retail location, and a multi-family 

apartment complex. The apartments would be located on approximately 10.37 acres in the 

southeast portion of the development. At its last meeting, the Planning Commission took into 

consideration the revised plans and responses for the development and recommended approval of 
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the preliminary plans per the conditions in the staff report. Mr. Knopick also discussed the need 

to conduct a traffic analysis for the site that would involve input from the City of Edwardsville, 

the Unified Government, as well as the Kansas Department of Transportation. This has not been 

conducted yet due to the fact that the cost is captured by the applicant, and it would not be 

necessary if the preliminary plans were not approved. Mr. Knopick also pointed out that there 

were representatives of the proposed development in attendance to answer any questions. 

Councilmember Gillam asked for clarification on the traffic study, which Mr. Knopick answered 

that it would primarily address the external exit point onto 110
th

 St. Mr. Webb also pointed out 

that there was questions at the Planning Commission from residents who wanted more insight on 

the traffic south of the proposed development.  

 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to approve the preliminary plans for Village South. 

Councilmember Gillam seconded the motion. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. 

Councilmembers Adams, Gillam, and Mayor McTaggart voted for approval, while 

Councilmembers Crider, Shriver, and Stites voting against approval. This caused a 3-3 vote, 

which means the motion failed to pass. 

 

CONSIDER ORDINANCE NO. 958 REGARDING PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION FOR THE REZONING OF A PORTION OF PROPERTIES 

LOCATED AT 323/325 NORTH 110
TH

 ST. 

Mr. Knopick explained that the primary reason for the rezoning is the proposed apartments that 

are currently part of the development plan. Multi-family units are not allowed under the current 

C-2 zoning, and as such the area would need to be rezoned R-3 High Density Residence. At the 

January 20 Planning Commission meeting, the public comment period saw three members of the 

public speak in favor of the change, one in opposition, and one who presented several questions 

regarding public services in the area. Mr. Knopick asked the applicant if he wanted to remove the 

item from consideration due the actions in the previous vote. His concern is that if the item is 

voted down it would be ineligible for consideration for a period of 12- months.  

 

Korb Maxwell, who represents the developers on behalf of Big house Investments, asked that he 

be allowed to give his full presentation, which the Mayor allowed. Mr. Maxwell indicated that he 

will give an overview of the proposed development as well as address the proposed preliminary 

plans that the Council voted on earlier. Mr. Maxwell explained that the rezoning request is 

specifically for a 10.37 area of the total 27.1 acres. Mr. Maxwell stressed that the proposed hotels 

would cater to the business traveler, a population which the developer believes has not been 

served properly in Wyandotte County. Mr. Maxwell also stressed that the apartments being 

proposed represent 252, class-A, market rate units. Potential residents would be renters by choice 

and could expect rent of at least $1.00 per square foot. Regarding the proposed retail locations, 

Mr. Maxwell speculated that it would be the top sales tax generator for the City as soon as it 

opened. Mr. Maxwell’s presentation also included examples of similar developments in the 

region that have been successful. In closing, Mr. Maxwell stated that significant time and 

resources have been spent in order to bring the proposed development to this stage. He asked that 

if the City Council were to vote down the rezoning or decide to send it back to the Planning 

Commission that they provide specific reasoning and/or direction.  
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Mr. Knopick summarized the potential actions that the City Council could take at this point. If a 

motion to approve or deny the rezoning fails, a separate motion for the opposite action would 

still be required. He stated that moving forward with any action requires a majority vote. The 

City Council can also return the item back to the Planning Commission, citing a specific reason 

for doing so. There is also the option to table the item until February 22, which would only 

require a simple majority (3 out of 5) vote. Mr. Webb noted that he will not be able to attend the 

February 22 City Council meeting 

 

There was discussion among the City Council and staff regarding the potential options for a 

motion and their impacts on discussion and action. After discussion, Councilmember Gillam 

made the motion to send the item back to the Planning Commission for their February 17 

agenda, citing items #10 and #12 in the agenda memo regarding the traffic study and 

conformance with the comprehensive plan. Councilmember Adams seconded the motion. Mayor 

McTaggart requested a roll call vote which passed 4-2. Councilmembers Stites and Crider were 

in opposition.  

 

ADVISORY REPORTS 

 

CITY MANAGER 

Mr. Webb noted that the City will participate with the school district for the summer reading and 

summer feeding events. Staff also learned that MWI had taken over the space formerly used by 

LaGasse, which is no longer operating out of that facility. The Coleman building has been 

acquired by an outside party and a transfer of title item will be before the City Council at a future 

meeting. Mr. Webb also provided an update on the LIFE Center, which experienced a water leak 

last week. He noted that the repair costs have caused staff to evaluate the space and its potential 

use for both a new City Council chamber site and a venue for municipal court. Updates will be 

provided as they come in. Finally, Mr. Webb reminded Council that he will be out of the country 

for the next City Council meeting. 

 

CHIEFS (POLICE & FIRE) 

Police Chief Mathies provided an update on recruitment efforts for the department. He also noted 

that EPD had recently completed a sale of a Chevy Tahoe to the Rollins County Sheriff’s 

Department. Chief Whitham reminded Council that he will miss the next regular meeting as he is 

participating in a grant review panel. He also mentioned that EFD is working on an apparatus 

replacement plan. Councilmember Adams asked about the status of the new brush truck, which 

Chief Whitham mentioned will be in this summer.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Public Works Director Peter Yazbec noted that Park Supervisor Mike Martin was recently 

invited to speak at the KRPA Conference in Dodge City, KS. He also noted that soccer sign-up is 

still ongoing.  

 

CITY ATTORNEY 

No comments. 
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COUNCIL AND MAYOR COMMENTS 

Councilmember Shriver echoed Chief Mathies’ struggles with recruitment and congratulated 

them on their current efforts. She also thanked both Chiefs for their presentations. 

 

Councilmember Crider asked for an update on the PA system upgrades. Mr. Yazbec replied that 

quotes are still being collected, but that finalizing a course of action would likely wait until a 

decision is made on moving the Council chambers. Councilmember Crider also suggested that 

meetings with developers be conducted at public work sessions. 

 

Councilmember Gillam noted how impressed he was with the amount of volunteer firefighter 

hours reported for 2015. He noted that he’d like to see more outreach related to volunteer work. 

He also stated he’d like to explore the possibility of an “adopt a roadway” program to help with 

public clean-ups. Finally, he noted he was disappointed that no solid direction was provided to 

the developers that attended tonight’s meeting 

 

Councilmember Adams asked when the City-wide clean-up would occur, which Mr. Webb 

thought would be in late April. Councilmember Adams also concurred with Councilmember 

Gillam’s statement about not providing enough direction to developers. He noted that he hoped 

the opposition is rooted in the best interests of all Edwardsville residents.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 

Zachary Daniel 

City Clerk   


