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A City Council Work Session immediately preceded the regular City Council meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

regarding 2015 Year-End figures for Public Works and Administration. 
 

The following council members were present with Mayor John McTaggart presiding: 
 

Jason Gillam           Craig Crider 

Margaret Shriver     Chuck Stites 

Chuck Adams                   

The following staff members were present: 
  

 Michael Webb, City Manager 

 Mark Mathies, Police Chief 

 Tim Whitham, Fire Chief 

 Peter Yazbec, Public Works Director 

 David Duckers, City Attorney 

 Sid Mitchell, Police Captain 

 Zack Daniel, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

Councilmember Shriver motioned to approve the minutes. Councilmember Stites seconded. 

Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

STATEMENT OF BILLS PAID $156,555.34 

Councilmember Adams motioned to approve the statement of bills paid. Councilmember Shriver 

seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

At this point in the meeting, Mayor McTaggart requested that Sgt. Sheila Rogoza join him before 

the audience to recognize her career and achievements as she prepares for retirement, effective 

March 15, 2016. A plaque commemorating her 20-year career in law enforcement was 

presented.  

REQUESTS OR COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

CONSIDER A MOTION TO RECESS INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH K.S.A. 75-431(B)(6) REGARDING PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS RELATING 

TO THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

Councilmember Adams motioned to recess into executive session to return no earlier than 7:25 

p.m. Councilmember Shriver seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote. The motion 

passed unanimously. After the allotted time, the group returned and Councilmember Gillam 

made the motion to reconvene in open session. Councilmember Adams seconded the motion. 

Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously. No action was taken as 

a result of the executive session.  
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CONSIDER ADVISORY REPORT OF THE QUIET ZONE STUDY, PART OF THE 

TRI-CITIES MULTI-MODAL REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Al Cathart addressed the City Council, representing the MARC Tri-City Multi-modal 

Redevelopment Plan. Part of the required aspects of the redevelopment plan is the preparation of 

a locomotive-horn “quiet zone” feasibility study. Mr. Cathart highlighted the four crossings in 

Edwardsville which would be effected by the quiet zone: the Holliday Sand private crossing, 4th 

St. crossing, 9th St. crossing, and 98th St. crossing. Mr. Cathart then reviewed pros and cons 

associated with quiet zones at each crossing. Costs also were presented, which totaled 

$2,231,000 for implementing the most probable safety measures at each site. City Manager Mike 

Webb noted that similar information was presented to the Unified Government, who at this point 

has taken no official action.  

 

Councilmember Stites asked where the issue of quiet zones originated. Mr. Webb stated that 

Unified Government Commissioner James Walters was involved in kicking off the K-32 

Corridor Study and has expressed concerns over train noise in the past. There was also 

discussion related to accidents along quiet zones and the number of trains that travel the route. 

No official action was taken. 

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION NO. 2016-03 CONSENTING TO THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF AN ASSIGNMENT OF BOND DOCUMENTS AND A 

SUBORDINATION OF FEE FOR THE COLEMAN ENTERPRISES PROJECT 

Scott Anderson, the City’s Bond Counsel, introduced the item stating that the City issued 

industrial revenue bonds (IRBs) for the Coleman Enterprises Project in 2009. J. Coleman 

Enterprises, the lessee of the project, now desires to sell its leasehold to Woodend Holdings, 

LLC. The assignment will have no impacts on the percentage or terms of the property tax 

abatement.  

 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-03, which 

Councilmember Gillam seconded. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote, which passed 

unanimously.  

 

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-04 

REGARDING A RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO PROCEED WITH THE ISSUANCE 

OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVENUE BONDS FOR THE HERFF JONES, LLC 

EXPANSION PROJECT 

Mr. Anderson introduced the item, stating that Herff Jones, LLC has submitted an application for 

IRBs and a property tax abatement for the construction of a 48,000 sq. ft. expansion of its 

existing facility. The property tax abatement would have no impact on the existing Herff Jones 

facility, which previously received a tax abatement that expired December 31, 2015.. 

 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to open the public hearing, which Councilmember 

Shriver seconded. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote, which passed unanimously. There 

being no public comment, Councilmember Adams made the motion to close the public hearing, 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

March 14, 2016 

7:00 pm 

 

 

Council Meeting March 14, 2016 Page 3 

 

 

 

which was seconded by Councilmember Crider. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote, 

which passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Webb pointed out that as a result of this expansion, Herff Jones is expecting to add 20-30 

new jobs. Mr. Anderson elaborated on the intention of the resolution, which is to proceed with 

the issuance of IRBs in an amount not to exceed $6,000,000, the make-up of which is 50% 

equipment in the facility and 50% for the expansion of the facility. Mr. Anderson noted the fixed 

PILOT schedule, which would result is a first year payment of $46,960 and would increase 1.5% 

each year.  

 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-04. Councilmember 

Shriver seconded the motion. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote, which passed 

unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-05 AUTHORIZING SEWER IMPROVEMENTS AND 

RESOLUTION 2016-06 AUTHORIZING PUBLIC SALE OF TEMPORY NOTES 

Mr. Webb introduced the item by summarizing the actions related to the LTC sewer project to 

this point. He explained that the first resolution would authorize moving forward with the project 

for the purposes of future funding while the second resolution authorizes and sets a date for the 

sale of temporary notes to finance the project. Tyler Ellsworth from Kutak Rock also was 

introduced. 

 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-05, which 

Councilmember Crider seconded. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote which passed 

unanimously. Following this action, Councilmember Adams made the motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2015-06, which was seconded by Counilmember Gillam. Mayor McTaggart 

requested a roll call vote which passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER ORDINANCE 958 AMENDING FEE FOR ANNUAL RENEWAL OF 

PERMITS FOR OFF-PREMISE ADVERTISING/BILLBOARD SIGNANGE 

Mr. Webb noted that City Planner Dave Knopick could not attend tonight’s meeting. He 

summarized the agenda report, stating that the proposed fee model for annual reviews of signage 

was done to more accurately cover the costs associated with permit administration and sign 

inspection activities. Councilmember Stites asked how the proposed new fee of $125 was 

determined, which Mr. Webb stated that the time needed for code enforcement officers to visit 

sites coupled with administrative costs and overhead helped develop the proposed fee. This 

includes costs associated with vehicle use and follow-up. He also noted that there are 14 

billboards within the City.  

 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to adopt Ordinance 958, which Councilmember Crider 

seconded. Councilmember Stites offered a motion to amending Ordinance No. 958 to change the 

fee for annual renewals of permits for off-premise advertising/billboard signage to $250. 

Councilmember Gillam seconded the motion for amendment. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll 

call vote which was approved unanimously. Mayor McTaggart then called for a roll call vote on 
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the adoption of Ordinance No. 958, with the amendments made in the previous vote. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

CONSIDER ORDINANCE NO. 959 AMENDING ARTICLE A9.002, CEMETERY FEES, 

OF APPENDIX A OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Mr. Webb summarized the item, which comes as a recommendation from the City’s Cemetery 

Board. After conducting a peer review, the group determined that lots in the Edwardsville 

Cemetery were underpriced. The proposed lot fees for residents ($750) and non-residents 

($1,000) are more in line with what similar communities are charging. Councilmember Adams, 

ex officio of the Cemetery Board, stated that the group recognized the proposed fees still allows 

the cemetery to be competitive, while also generating sufficient revenue for operations.  

 

Councilmember Shriver moved to adopt Ordinance No. 959, which was seconded by 

Councilmember Adams. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote which was passed 

unanimously.  

 

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-07 

ANNOUNCING THE CITY’S INTENT TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN 

ORGANIZED COLLECTION SERVICE FOR COMMERCIAL SOLID WASTE 

SERVICES 

Mr. Webb summarized this issue, stating that the proposed resolution is part of the state 

mandated process to introduce change to provide for an organized solid waste collection service. 

Letters were sent out to both solid waste service providers operating in the City.  

 

Councilmember Shriver made the motion to open the public hearing, which was seconded by 

Councilmember Stites. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed 4-1 with 

Councilmember Adams voting in opposition. Hearing no public comments, Councilmember 

Stites moved to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Councilmember Shriver. 

Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote, which was passed unanimously.  

 

Councilmember Stites asked if any residential customers have called to opt out of the solid waste 

program. Mr. Webb noted that all residents are charged for solid waste, even if they request to 

opt out. Mr. Webb also mentioned that there is a small set of customers who handle solid waste 

through a commercial account. Mr. Webb also noted that there are approximately 64 commercial 

accounts identified by Deffenbaugh, and 92 commercial businesses (not including home 

businesses) operating in Edwardsville. Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk Zack Daniel 

reminded the group that the resolution does not obligate the City Council to any action, other 

than announcing its intent to explore the option.  

 

Councilmember Stites made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-07, which was seconded 

by Councilmember Gillam. Mayor McTaggart called for a roll call vote, which passed 4-1 with 

Councilmember Adams voting in opposition. 
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CONSIDER AUTHORIZING EDWARDSVILLE FIREFIGHTERS RELIEF 

ASSOCIATION (EFRA) TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH CNA SURETY 

FOR THE PURCHASE OF INCREASED COVERAGE OF A TREASURER’S BOND 

Fire Chief Tim Whitham reviewed the item, noting that state law and EFRA rules mandate that 

the action must be approved by the governing body of the City where the association operates. 

The cost of the surety bond would be paid from the EFRA.  

 

Councilmember Stites made the motion to authorize Cpt. Johnson to enter into an agreement 

with CNA Surety for the purchase of increased coverage of a Treasurer’s Bond, which was 

seconded by Councilmember Gillam. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote which passed 

unanimously.  

 

ADVISORY REPORTS 

 

CITY MANAGER 

Mr. Webb called attention to a report from Wyandotte Economic Development Council 

regarding business retention and noted the work that WEDC has been doing in this area. He also 

noted that Edwardsville Days will be occurring the last weekend of April. Mr. Daniel noted that 

new trash and recycling carts will be delivered to residential customers beginning the week of 

March 21. He also noted that the City has begun issuing an electronic newsletter. 

 

CHIEFS (POLICE & FIRE) 

Chief Mathies noted that recruitment efforts are continuing. There is also a potential for other 

turnover that will need to be addressed. 

 

Chief Whitham reviewed recent departmental activity related to putting out brush fires. He stated 

that there may be further burn bans implemented depending on climate conditions. Chief 

Whitham also noted that Cpt. Van Bibber and EMS Supervisor Burr will be leaving for an 

Executive Fire Officer Program in April.  Finally, the multi-purpose apparatus should be 

delivered early summer 2016.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Public Works Director Peter Yazbec reviewed pricing to fix asphalt patches. He also reviewed 

concerns related to the remediation of the water leak in the former training room. More details 

will be shared when cost estimates are finalized. Finally, Mr. Yazbec recapped work that has 

been done along Kansas Ave.  

 

COUNCIL AND MAYOR COMMENTS 

Councilmember Adams stated he liked the format of the e-newsletter. He also asked that staff do 

some outreach related to the Emerald Ash Borer. 

 

Councilmember Gillam stated that with Edwardsville Days coming up, he would like to know if 

there is anything he could do to help. 
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Councilmember Crider asked that an agenda item be prepared for the sale of the old City Hall 

building. Councilmember Crider also asked those in attendance keep his son in their prayers as 

he and his family prepare for tests results to determine if cancer is present. 

 

Councilmember Shriver asked if fees for the park shelter and the Community Center were 

available online, which staff confirmed that they were. She also thanked staff for the materials 

presented at the 6:30 work session. 

 

Councilmember Stites thanked staff for their work session presentations. He inquired about an 

address on 110th St. that is marked with plywood as being “Bluebird St..” Mr. Webb outlined the 

background in this area, which was associated with a subdivision that never materialized. 

Councilmember Stites also asked for an update regarding AV upgrades to the chamber as well as 

video recording of Council meetings. Staff responded that movement has been dependent on the 

decisions surrounding the former training center, but will provide more solid direction at the next 

Council meeting. 

 

Mayor McTaggart thanked Councilmember Crider for sharing and offered his support. He also 

stated he is looking forward to Sgt. Rogoza’s retirement party on Tuesday afternoon.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 

Zachary Daniel 

City Clerk   


