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The following councilmembers were present with Mayor John McTaggart presiding: 
 

Garrett Mellott           Jason Gillam 

Margaret Shriver     Chuck Adams 

The following staff members were present: 
  

 Michael Webb, City Manager 

 Mark Mathies, Police Chief 

 Tim Whitham, Fire Chief 

 Zack Daniel, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF AUGUST 22, 2016 

Councilmember Shriver made the motion to approve the minutes of August 8, 2016. 

Councilmember Gillam seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed 

unanimously (note: unanimous votes are recorded as 4-0 due to Councilmember Stites’ 

absence). 

 

STATEMENT OF BILLS PAID $181,442.90 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to approve the statements of bills paid. Councilmember 

Gillam noted a typo on the agenda, which was corrected in a new motion that Councilmember 

Gillam seconded. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed unanimously  

 

REQUESTS OR COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Kay Buck of 9948 Kansas Ave. addressed the City Council. Ms. Buck voiced her concerns over 

the widening of Kansas Ave. Primarily, she expressed a concern over the new grading of her 

property. She believes it is too steep for her or her husband to be able to maintain properly. She 

invited City Councilmembers to her property to see the issue for themselves. City Manager Mike 

Webb noted that there have been several conversations between City staff and Ms. Buck on this 

issue. 
 

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL FROM THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION REGARDING THE FINAL PLAT AND ACCEPTANCE OF 

EASEMENTS/RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR THE PROPERTY AT 213 S. 5TH  

Mr. Webb provided a summary of this item, as City Planner David Knopick was not at tonight’s 

meeting due to a conflict. He reviewed the contract for deed process that resulted in the Burnetts 

taking possession of the home. They wish to take the two existing lots and combine into one lot. 

The Planning Commission recommended approval of the re-plat, which staff concurred with. 

There are two conditions outlined in the staff report that are largely technical in nature. 

 

Councilmember Gillam made the motion to accept the recommendation of the Planning 

Commission and approve the final plat with the conditions outlined by staff. Councilmember 

Shriver seconded the motion. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote which passed 

unanimously.  
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CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2016-14 SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 

CREATION OF A COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

Tyler Elsworth, representative of the City’s legal firm Kutak Rock, introduced this topic. He 

noted that the resolution at this time establishes a public hearing that would take place October 

10, 2016 regarding the creation of a Community Improvement District, or CID. The developers 

have submitted a CID petition, with the intention of levying an additional 1% sales tax in the 

properties within the CID boundaries. 

 

Councilmember Adams made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-14. Councilmember 

Gillam seconded the motion. Mayor McTaggart requested a roll call vote, which passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

CONDUCT A CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING REGARDING THE PROPERTY AT 

9775 SWARTS RD. AND RECORD ITS DETERMINATION OF THE MATTER 

THROUGH RESOLUTION 2016-15 

Mr. Webb addressed this issue, and presented information related to the notice of violation. He 

also outlined the general procedure for the code enforcement hearing to take place. Mr. Webb 

summarized the violations that had been cited and presented a series of pictures stemming from 

early August to the date of today’s hearing. He pointed out that two resolutions have been 

prepared, one that states the Council has found no violation and another that finds a nuisance 

does exist and sets a date by which the conditions shall be abated. 

 

The property owner, Tim Gates who lives at 9312 W. 83rd Terrace in Overland Park, then took 

the podium and distributed a letter with a proposed timeframe to have the issues mitigated. 

Councilmember Shriver asked how long Mr. Gates has owned the property, which he says he 

acquired it in April. He further clarified that he purchased the property in order to store property 

and to set up a residence for his mother. He stated that he had owned a facility in Kansas City, 

MO that originally housed the materials that are now at 9775 Swartz and that he recently sold 

that building and needed to move its contents. He claims that the piles of materials have not 

grown since August 6. He noted that he is trying to work with City officials and the Wyandotte 

County Health Department and stated that he has made repairs to the septic system on the site. 

He also is in various stages of acquiring the necessary roofing and building permits. Mr. Webb 

confirmed with Mr. Gates that his proposed timeline would extend mitigation out to June 2017. 

Also based on the timeline, the bulk of materials would be removed or properly stored by the end 

of 2016. Mr. Webb also clarified the Council’s ability to set its own timeline with its own set of 

milestones to be met. Several Councilmembers expressed dissatisfaction with the proposed 

timeline as well as with the current state of the property. Mayor McTaggart directed staff to 

develop its own timeline for abatement and present it at the September 26, 2016 City Council 

session.  

 

No official action was taken at this time.  
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ADVISORY REPORTS 

 

CITY MANAGER 

Mr. Webb provided an update on the LTC sewer project. He also updated the Council on the 

Kansas Ave project, including a hole that emerged from an erupted water line that is currently 

being corrected. Mr. Webb also noted that these occurrences, as well as the additional bonds for 

the project, has created the opportunity to extend the planned work to Richland Ave. More 

details will be provided at a future meeting. Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk Zack 

Daniel reminded the Council of the upcoming LKM conference as well as the Phyllis J. Freeman 

5K. 

 

CHIEFS (POLICE & FIRE) 

Police Chief Mathies stated that the Police Department is tracking similar to 2015 as far as 

activity goes. He also summarized the incentive programs that are currently being implemented 

in order to be able to recruit competitively, including visits to Missouri police academies. Chief 

Mathies also gave some details on how the Department is increasing focus on retention.  

 

Fire Chief Whitham stated that the department is also tracking ahead of 2015 activity figures. 

This includes an increase in auto accident throughout the year. Chief Whitham also noted that the 

B.A.C.A. event scheduled for Oct. 8 has been cancelled, but the group is planning on returning in 

2017. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS & PARKS 

Mr. Daniel highlighted a recent project that addressed water drainage issues at 103rd & Edgehill. 

Mr. Webb gave an update on the hiring status for a new director. Mr. Daniel then reminded the 

group of the upcoming Fall Family Picnic on October 1, 2016 at the Edwardsville City Park.  

 

COUNCIL AND MAYOR COMMENTS 

Councilmember Adams thanked Edwardsville first responders for all they do when duty calls. 

 

Councilmember Gillam thanked attendees of the City Council sessions for their public comments 

and continued discussion on items important to them. 

 

Councilmember Mellott echoed these statements. 

 

Councilmember Shriver echoed these statements 

 

Mayor McTaggart provided an update on former Mayor Heinz Rodgers, who was in an 

automobile accident at the end of last week, and wished him a speedy recovery. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 

Zachary Daniel 

City Clerk   


